




Name:__________________

Pay It Forward 

Vocabulary words: realm, atrophy, utopian, prescription

1. What were you thinking when Mr. Simonet asks, “What does the world mean to you? Why should we think about the world? What does the world expect of you?”

2. Do you think there will come a time when you will need to face the world? Are you responsible for taking the things you don’t like about the world and you flip them upside down?

3. What do you think about the assignment: Think of an idea to change the world and put it into action. Is it an appropriate assignment for a teacher to give? Why or why not?

4. Do you agree the realm of possibility rests inside you? Why or why not? 

5. What does atrophy mean?

6. What do you think of the Pay it Forward idea? Is it an overly utopian idea? 

7. Given that Jerry is a homeless drug addict, Trevor choosing to help Jerry is evidence of faith in the goodness of people. Do you agree that changing the world for the better requires faith in the goodness of people?

8. What risks did Trevor take in helping Jerry? Did he place his mother and himself in danger?

Homework: Is "pay it forward" a prescription for a better world? Should a prescription for a better world be a part of what you learn in school? 

